314    OTHER WORLDS THAN OURS.

infinite wisdom to suppose that $ie infinite
plicity of the records thus corfbinually present Before
Him, could in any way render their significance less
distinct.*

"But, turning from the consideration that the Al-
mighty, by virtue of His omnipresence, is thus cog-
nisant, not merely of all that is at any moment taking
place throughout the universe, but of-all that has taken
place in the infinity of past time, we have to consider
another mode in which the universe must be regarded
as present before Almighty God.

The senses by which we judge of what is going on
around us, are after 811 merely one means by which we
judge of causes by their effects. When we say, for
instance, that we haVfe seen such and such an object,
or watched such and such an event, what we really
imply is that we have recognised certain physical im-
pressions, which we can only explain by the existence
of that object, or by the occurrence of that event. We
know, in fact, that in certain exceptional cases im-/-
pressions resembling those caused by the actual pre-

* Moralising may seem altogether out of place in such a work as this,
but certainly one is tempted to dwell somewhat thoughtfully on> the
ideas raised by the considerations I have dwelt on above It is not with-
out a feeting of awe that one considers that the records of every action
of our lives are not merejv at this moment before Grod, but will for ever
and ever be freshly present to Him; and that, not merely in the sense
that He knows everything (an idea too vague for man rightly to grasp),
but by the action of physical processes such as our Faradays and
Tyndalls deal with. May it not be through an instinctive recognition
"of this great truth, that man alone, of all the creatures which pgople fiiis
earth, feels contrition for long-past misdeeds, even where he has no fear
of their ever bearing fruit in future sorrows ?
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